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The University of Dayton 
MORAL EDUCATION LACKING IN 
AMERICAN SCHOOLS, SAYS AWARD WINNER 
News &lease 
Jan. 24, 1992 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio -- With American society now 1.n "a period of moral 
bankruptcy," Louis Dupre, the University of Dayton's 1992 Marianist 
Award recipient, calls on Catholic teachers to take an active role in 
teaching students basic moral principles. 
"There has been a general abdication of duty to morally enlighten 
the young," he- s.aid. "Morality for Christian educators is more than 
an education of values. We must look for an absolute beyond ourselves 
that integrates these values, and this is what Christians call God." 
National Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated Jan. 26-Feb. 2. 
Dupre, director of undergraduate religious studies and professor 
of the philosophy of religion at Yale University, received the 1992 
Marianist Award Jan. 23 from UD. The award recognizes scholarship and 
achievements in intellectual life, and it includes a stipend of 
$5,000. 
"In practical terms we've come to treat religion as one of the 
things that we need to cultivate and learn about," said Dupre. "But a 
God only of religion is a God of nothing at all." 
By giving students a sense of wonder, Dupre says Catholic 
teachers can set the stage for a lifetime of learning. "A sense of 
wonder is indispensable in a religious attitude," he said. "A 
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Catholic school 1s a place where each subject should be a source of 
surprise." 
He also urges teachers to encourage students to discover their 
interior lives and appreciate silent contemplation. "Only in silence 
does genuine prayer originate," said Dupre. 
"There are two concrete virtues for students--gratitude and 
respect," he said. "They are virtues that directly signal and promote 
openness. 
"Wonder, respect and gratitude. They are preliminary but not 
marginal." 
Considered one of the preeminent Catholic philosophers of 
religion of his generation, Dupre has held Yale University's highest 
chair in Roman Catholic studies, the T. Lawrence Riggs professorship 
in religious studies, since 1973. Before joining the Yale faculty, 
the Belgian-born philosopher taught at Georgetown University from 1958 
to 1972 and was a visiting professor at the University of California 
at Santa Barbara and st. Louis University. 
The University of Dayton is a private, coeducational school 
founded and sponsored by the Society of Mary (Marianists), a Roman 
Catholic teaching order. The Marianist Award was presented to Dupre 
as part of Marianist Heritage Week, an annual celebration of the 
heritage of the University. 
UD is the largest independent university in Ohio and one of the 
10 largest Catholic. universities in the nation. Approximately 11,000 
graduate and undergraduate students currently attend UD. 
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